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Effects of North Korea Defectors' Living Experiences in South
Korea on Their Self-perceptions and Perceptions of South Korea

Taeyun Jung Young-man Kim
Department of Psychology The Ministry of National Defense
Chung-Ang Uniwersity Korea(ROK)

The purpose of this study was to investigate effects of North Korea defectors' living experiences in
South Korea on their self-perceptions and perceptions of South Korea. For this purpose, a
questionnaire was distributed to 66 defectors with no living experiences at all and 99 defectors
with living experiences of an average of 2.7 years in South Korea. They were asked to rate their
own a well as South Koreans' values, personality, attitudes toward sexual mishehavior, gender
stereotypes. Also, they evaluated the society of South Korea and its political control. The results
indicated that those defectors with living experiences tended to perceive more negatively their own
and South Koreans as well, and yet that they were less negative for sexual misbehavior and
weaker for gender stereotypes. Also, results suggested that living experiences led defectors to
perceive South Korea in a more negative way. Those findings were discussed in terms of changes
in culture.

key words : North Korea cbfectors, selfperogption, value, personality, gencer stereatype and persption of South Korea
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