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Depression and Suicide in Korean Adolescents

Kyo-Heon, Kim
Department of Psychology, Chungnam National University

Recently, rates of depression and suicide of adolescents in industrialized countries, including
Korea, were rapidly increasing. Adolescent depression was often associated with anxiety disorder,
eating disorder, attention deficits hyperactivity/disruptive behavior disorder. and suicidal attempts.
Epidemiological data about depression and suicide of adolescents are reviewed. Psychological
theories of depression and suicide are integrated in terms of a control theory interpretation.
Issues about 'relationships between depression and anxiety' 'relationships between depression and
suicide' 'the reason why rates of depression and suicide are rapidly increasing at adolescence’ 'the
reason why the different prevalence of depression between female and male is conspicuous at
adolescence’ and 'Korean culture associated with depression and suicide of adolescents' are
discussed in terms of the revised control theory interpretation.

key words : adblescents, depression, suicice, control theory, Korean culture
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