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A review study on the impact of divorce upon
children's well-being

Hoon-Koo Lee
Department of Psychology Yonsei University

The present study reviewed the study on the impact of divorce upon children's well-being
presented in both abroad and Korea. The criteria for the selection of the study for the review
are as follow; The study must hawe a comparative child group of non-divorced family and
include at least one psychological variable that are measured quantitatively. Two studies are
found in Korea and 92 in abroad. Both the domestic studies and foreign studies indicate the
lower self-esteems of children of divorced families than those of children of non divorced
families. In domestic study, the sociable was found as the variable that give a negative impact
to the children of divorced families among elementary population but not to the children of
middle school. In contrast, the studies of foreign showed the negative impact of the seven
psychological variables included in the studies upon children of divorced families. The study
suggests that the impacts of divorce on the children will be more pronounced in Korea than in
abroad and the necessities of the studies in the future in Korea.
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