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A Study on the Dwellings of Korean Diaspora
in Russia and Central Asia

Lee, Sang-Hae
(Professor, Sungkyunkwan University)

Abstract

This study examines the dwellings of the Korean diaspora in Maritime Provinces of Russia,
and Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan of Central Asia to find the gist of the residence transformed as
Korean traditional residence culture to accept Russian foreign culture. Through the examination,
transformation process of the dwellings of the Korean diaspora was found as follows:

- 1st period(1864-1937): The Korean diaspora who immigrated to Maritime Provinces of
Russia built traditional houses of Korean style and few of them lived in Russian style houses.

- 2nd period(1937-1955): The Koreans who immigrated to Central Asia from Maritime
Provinces under compulsion built ‘ground house’ by digging the earth and installed gudeul
which is a traditional Korean heating system and roofed with reed.

- 3rd period(1955-1991): The Koreans built straight lined '—' shape houses with two or three
rooms wherein most of them were installed with gudeul to heat the room. Around the 1940s as
they economically got well, the Koreans started to build houses with Russian style with one or
two rooms with gudeul or a separate building with gudeul.

- 4th period(1991-present): Houses of the 3rd period are still used by being enlarged or
remodeled with less use of gudeu! which is well reflected on Ujeong-maul village in Russia
Maritime Provinces.

As can be found above, the dwellings of the Korean diaspora in Russia Maritime Provinces
and Central Asia are on the process of being transformed into Russian style to adapt to
Russian culture.

Keywords : Dwellings, gudeul, Korean diaspora, Maritime Provinces of Russia, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan
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