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The relationships among children’s perceived parent-child communication style,
stress coping behaviors and behavior problems.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to obtain basic data needed to understand schocl-age children’s parent-child communication style,
stress coping behaviors, and child behavior problems. The subject of this study were 362 primary school children (the fourth and
the sixth graders) and their mothers in “D” Metropolitan City, Korea. The research tools included standardized parent-child
communication style scale (Min,1991), stress coping behaviors scale (Min, 1998}, and child behavior problems scale (Hun,1996). The
data were analyzed using statistical techniques such as Mean, standard deviation, frequency, percentile, t-test, F-test, pearson's
correlational analysis, stepwise regression analysis. In the relationship between child perceived parent-child communication style
and stress coping behaviors, the children who make open communication with their parents demonstrate high problem-solving,
support-seeking coping behavior. The children with closed communication with their parents have high hope-expectation, revenge
coping behavior. In the relationship between child perceived parentchild communication style and child behavior problem, the
children making more closed communication with their parents show more behavior problems. The children with more closed
communication with their mothers have more hyperactive behaviors, aggressive behaviors, and immature behaviors, and the
children who are making more closed cornmunication retain more anxious behaviors and withdrawn behaviors. In the relationship
between child stress coping behaviors and behavior problems, the more problem-solving and support-seeking coping behaviors the
children possess, the less probiem behaviors they demonstrate. The more hope-expectation, revenge coping behavior the children
possess, the more problem behaviors they show. With the results above, we can find out that parent-child communication style
has an effect on stress coping behavicr, and parent-child communication style and stress coping behavior have an influence on
child behavior problem,

Key Words : child, parent-child communication style, stress coping behaviors, child behavior problems
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