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<Abstract>

An Organiztional Perspective on the Growth of Health Care
Delivery System : Implications for Reform

Dal Sun Han
Department of Social and Preventive Medicine College of Medicine, Hallym University

There is general agreement that the Korean health care delivery system has two basic
structural problems. One is the limited capacity and role of public hospitals, and the
other is the absence of functional differentiation and referral arrangement between the
clinics and hospitals of various technological sophistication levels. This study is intended
to make an empirical observation of the system’s growth process from the viewpoint of
the population ecology model of organizations so as to understand the background of
these problems and to find out ways of approaching them.

As predicted from the population ecology model of organizations, all the types of
medical care facilities have expanded in response to the environmental changes for the
past three decades or so, and the differences in the extent and pattern of expansion
among the types are related to what have taken place in the environment. These findings
suggest that the efforts for reforming the health care delivery system should be directed

not only to medical care institutions but also to the environmental context under which
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they function.

It is believed that the usefulness of the population ecology perspective on organizations
for studying the health care delivery system has been demonstrated. Thus further studies
along this line based upon more strict design would improve systematic understanding of
the system that is needed for developing policy approaches needed to increase its

effectiveness.
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