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Conservation for Pocket of Wooden Dagger Excavated from
Sinchang-dong, Gwangju

Soochul Kim' and Yonghee Yi
Conservation Lab., The National Museum of Korea
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Absiract  The immersed ancient wood relics excavated from the low swampy area of historic site in Shinchang-
dong, Gwangju are extremelyweak. Since they are quickly dried inducing shrinkage when exposed to air, special
preservative treatment is required to exhibit and preserve such items. In the case of the heavily vamnished lacquerware
such as the lacquered sheaths, in particular, it is extremely difficult to preserve them because chemicals are not easily
penetrated and the coating might swell or come off during the process of coating. The lacquer sheaths have been
preserved by carrying out freeze-drying after impregnating them in aqueous solution with low concentration of
PEG#4000 40%.
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Photo 1. Scene at the time of excavation
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2.3. PEG &4 EP,E!J’H 2 Photo 2. Lacquered sheaths prior to treatment
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Photo 3. Radiograph of lacquered sheaths
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Photo 5. Lacquered sheaths after treatment
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