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=Abstract=

A Comparative Analysis
of 119 Emergency Medical Service Operation of Korea and Japan

Hong—Sok Baek®

Since the 119 fire department was legally permitted to serve in Emergency Medical
Service(EMS)Operation of emergency patients in 1983, 119 EMS operation in general has made
a big progress in serving the needs for emergency patients. Currently EMS operation is carried
out by 119 EMS unit, private ambulance Co.,etc. But due to the public recognition and
volunteers, 119 EMS operation carries the major share of the service. This observation is not
surprising in that such a trends occured in Japan 20 years ago.
This paper compared the 119 EMS operation conducted by the fire department in Korea with
that of Japan in order to draw some inferences from the comparison. The results of the study
compared to Japan were as follows:

1. Japan was higher 1.5 times in the number of EMS units per population(100,000), 1.1

times in the number of patient transports per unit.

2. Japan was higher 4.54 times in the number of the 119 EMS personnel per
population(100,000), 30.6 times in that per square killometers, 30.6 times per 119 EMS

unit, in per ambulance 2.48times.

3. Japan was higher 1.83 times in the number of ambulance per population(100,000), 1.26

times in that per square killo meters.

4. Japan was higher 1.7 times in the number of transport patients per population (100,000),

but Korea was higher 2.68 times in the transport patients per EMS personal.

5. Compared to Japan, there was no emergency care related to ALS, for example, such as
administering dugs orally and intravenously, interpreting elctrocardiograms, performing
endotracheal tube or LMA insertion, using monitors and other complex equipments in

Korea.
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