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A Comparative Study on the Awareness of the Social Benefits of Rural Life
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Rural Resources Development Institute, RDA, Suwon, Korea

ABSTRACT

The characteristics of social and cultural life in agricultural regions in Korea encompass
several positive external effects: quality of food services, awareness of environmental
conservation, aesthetic enjoyment of nature and so on.

The objectives of this study were (1) to measure the awareness among Korean youth
of the benefits of rural life; (2) to delineate the differences between rural and urban
youth; and (3) to promote an awareness of the importance of the social benefits of living
in the country. To fulfill these purposes, a field survey method was used. The subjects
were 211 third grade students from middle schools in rural and urban regions in Korea.
The statistical methods used for this data included frequencies, percentages, t-tests, etc.
The study generatedconclusive findings about viewpoints toward the natural environment,
urban and rural social culture, and perceptions of economic status. It showed significant
differences between rural and urban youth’s awareness of ideas such as ‘green field
supply’, ‘labor power supply’ and ‘biodiversity conservation’.
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Table 1. Positive and negative functions
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Multifunctionality

Positive Functions(Public benefits)

Negative Functions

Environment Water resource cultivation, Flood control, Air purification, . .
. . . e . Environment pollution
conservation Soil conservation, Biodiversity conservation etc.
. Traditional culture conservation, Community maintenance, .
Socio-culture . . . L Community selfishness etc.
View formation, Emotion cultivation etc.
Food security Food supply and demand adjustment -
Food safety GMO and the others prohibition -
. . Non-efficient distribution of
Economic Production enlargement etc.

resources

Table 2. Kinds of public benefits by beneficiary

Mostly a nation or urban people

Mostly rural people

Only rural people

» Food security

« Biodiversity conservation community
- Water resources cultivation
- Air purification

+ Health rest

- Emotion cultivation

« View formation

- Preservation of public peace in

- Place of refuge
- Land conservation

- Right of residence
+ Community maintenance

« Culture conservation
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Table 3. Public benefits of rural by delphi method

Category Natural -environment Social-culture Other Economic state
items - Wildlife habitat provision » Traditional culture + Food supply
+ A beautiful view * Emotion cultivation + Household expenses saving
- Air purification + Environment education - Root function

- flood control
- Green belt

- Pevention of land oulflow

+ Recycling

+ Country management

» Working place of old people
* Rest supply

» Slow culture

« Place of thinking

+ Tomb supply

- Labor power supply

+ Formation of public opinion

- Balanced development of

country

- Local financial activation

- Industrialization supply

Table 4. Valuations of cognition about public benefits in rural

Kim ion National
Jong The Deputy Agricultural The Day for Park dae sik * . .
sook * . . . . Kim eun ja
Division Min Sang gi Prime Minister ~Cooperative farmers Kim jeong ho (Likert Scale)
88 in Japan(%)  Federaion (%) (%)
(%)
(%)
Food supply Food production Food supply Food supply Food supply Food supply
72.8 749 69.4 515 727 4.05
Natural- - Balanced Industrialization Natural- Natural-
. Place of Living development of . .
environment supply environment environment
country
10.5 29.7 9.5 308 41.0 3.56
Stabilization of Disaster Natural- Natural- Balanced Emotion
. . . development of .
country prevention environment environment cultivation
country
Public 6.2 236 6.6 14.1 27.1 351
benefits Traditional .
in rurl  place of Living Envuoment Labor power culture Place of Living Country
education supply . in nature management
conservation
5.6 18.1 5.1 33 254 333
S Traditional Traditional Traditional Traditional
Industrialization
) culture culture The others. culture culture
SupPY conservation conservation conservation conservation
2.8 12.6 4.5 0.3 23.1 332
Place of Place of Living Sightseeng/ Sightseeng/
Others. - . -
recreation in nature rest supply health, rest
2.1 8.1 2.6 - 6.9 317
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Table 5. General characteristics of respondents

L Frequency
Division N
Urban % Rural % Total %
male 59 282 58 27.8 117 56.0
Sex 209
female 49 234 43 20.6 92 440
upper class 15 7.1 1 0.5 16 7.6
Economic .
level middle class 88 419 86 41.0 174 829 210
ev
lower class 5 24 15 7.1 20 9.5
single house 6 29 76 36.4 82 39.2
row houses 4 1.9 1 0.5 5 24
Housing
type apart 94 450 6 29 100 474 209
rent a house 2 10 15 72 17 8.1
monthly rent 2 1.0 3 14 5 24
book/magazine 2 1.0 2 1.0
newspaper 8 38 12 5.7 20 9.5
Media pape 210
80 38.1 73 34.8 153 729
internet/etc 18 8.6 17 8.1 210 16.7
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Table 6. Differences in the rural and urban's youth about socio-cultural public benefits

Items Area Frequency M SD [-value D-value

rural 102 3.19 0.95

Traditional conservation -0.265 0.791
urban 109 3.22 0.91
. rural 101 3.34 1.00

Emotion stabilization 1.507 0.133
urban 109 3.15 0.80

rural 102 2.93 1.04 "

Green field supply -2.416 0.017
urban 107 3.25 0.88
rural 102 3.36 1.19

Environment education 0.152 0.880
urban 109 3.34 1.04

Lab | rural 102 2.52 1.01 3.028™ 0,003

Or power Su -3. .
power SUpPy . urban 108 295 1.06
o rural 102 3.18 097 .

Thinking place 1.850 0.066
urban 109 2.94 0.85
rural 102 2.76 0.85

General opinion layer -0.665 0.507
urban 109 2.84 0.88
rural 101 3.03 1.04

Slow culture -0.200 0.842
urban 109 3.06 0.76
rural 102 3.30 0.98

Community maintenance 0218 0.828
urban 109 3.28 093

P< 01" P<005™ P<001™"
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Table 7. Differences in the rural and urban’s youth about natural environment public benefits

Items Area Frequency M SD t -value p-value
o rural 102 3.66 1.13
Flood control/Underground cultivation 1.606 0.110
urban 109 342 0.99
. . rural 102 378 1.10
Air purification 1.627 0.105
urban 109 3.56 0.91
. rural 100 3.33 1.14
Recycling -1.301 0.195
urban 109 3.51 0.90
X . rural 101 351 1.09
Soil out-flow prevention 0.468 0.640
urban 109 345 093
rural 102 332 1.12
Green belt -1.514 0.132
urban 109 353 0.86
o . rural 102 3.28 1.29 ”
Biodiversity conservation -2.105 0.037
urban 109 3.62 1.03
p< 0.1 p<0.05” p<0.01™
oA FEFH =AY At 2po]E YERRA] AReH, eAol28 7len JUHES
22 AL FE-FH F4xd 2 Asis & e BEAl AAdEC] B&E HadERT 2
¥, 3718715, GMelER 7%, EAM Aeg Yest
FYA7)E, TWAEES 7159 RO et 521 2 ARE FF 15 5 5 623
A AAdES] AXAtol7L Yle Ry £ AARBFDA i & - LA TY7F
HolAu, MEEH ARE 4uuw FFEE M 5% XYY A Fo|F ehhA
2 Aste & 7%, 71 B 7%, BV Bl B e ¥E-FHY FexE # Age
g W B} HEHE AL BE 5 ¥E Wl s, a2y 71% E4}
AAdEo] A HadsET ta g4 A48 FUAE, IYHEAR 715U AR YEhY
Table 8. Difference in the rural and urban’s youth about economic & etc public benefits
Items Area Frequency M SD t -value p-value
. rural 102 3.76 1.02
Food production 1.556 0.121
urban 109 3.56 0.90
rural 101 327 0.98
Root Role of a nation 0.359 0.720
urban 109 322 0.93
rural 100 291 1.06
Economical income increase -1.306 0.193
urban 107 3.09 096
. rural 102 3.15 1.12
Industrialization supply -1.059 0.291
urban 109 329 0.86
rural 102 3.05 1.07
Balanced development of country -0.240 0.810
urban 109 3.08 0.96
rural 102 295 1.10
Household expenses saving -1.117 0.265
urban 109 3.11 097

p< 0.1 p<0.05” p<001™
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