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How to Choose the Species of Trees
on the Afforestation Project of Shilla Dynasty's Capital Forest

Kim, Yoon-Ha

Department of Landscape Architecture, Catholic University of Daegu

ABSTRACT

This research is basic research about "the afforestation project of the Shilla Dynasty’s capital forest
which is controlled by the research institute of forest and environment of Kyungbuk province. The results
of the investigation about target places and selection of major species of trees is as follows.

1. In the Shilla Dynasty’s times, the peach tree was the indicator of unusual changes in weather, and
was also the symbol of unsurpassed beauty. Peach trees were so prevalent that people called the forest peach-hill
or peach-forest. Therefore, the main tree of Shilla Dynasty’s capital forest would have to be a peach tree.

2. From several records, pine and bamboo were planted or grown together. The pattern of planting trees
like this case is also historic, so should be utilized positively.

3. In order to afforest the capital forest, the bamboos have to be planted on Nam-mountain in Kyung-
ju, and maple trees have to be planted on Kumgang mountain.

4. There were many big trees during the Shilla Dynasty, and the name of one of the Six Main Villages
was “Big Tree Village”. Therefore, big and long-lived trees have to be planted also.

5. The willow tree has to be considered for afforesting the capital forest even though the willow trees
are misunderstood to cause allergies. They are traditional landscape architecture trees. In the traditional
literature, the willow tree stands for good news.

6. Japanese comellian cherry(Cornus officinalis), which is related with old narrative literature in the era
of King Kyungmun, has to be planted for the forest, and has to be considered to be an educational tree.

7. Korean Rhododendron, which is related with Madam Suro’s story, has to be planted in stone gardens.
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8. Lotus, Korean pulsatilla, Boxwood, Bombycis Mulberry, and Japanese Apricot have been recorded
just one time, but these are also important plants which have to be reflected on afforestation of capital forest

project.

9. The forests of Shilla on the old records exist in 17 places. The afforestation project has to be undertaken

at these places.

10. The people of Shilla deified the forest and trees, which were the places where ancestral rites had
been performed. For example, Gyerim, Sinyurim, and Wanggasu were the sacred forests of the capital forest.
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