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An Analysis on Inquiry Elements of ‘Environmental Units’
in the 10th Grade ‘Science’ Textbooks, the 7th Curriculum

Kang-Ho Oh - Yeong-Koo Koh
(Chonnam National University)

Abstract

This study aims to consider interrelations and reasonability to inquiry elements of
environment units in 10th Science textbooks of 7th curriculum on the basis of their inquiry
contexts, processes and activities. Frequency of inquiry contexts is 59.9% of the highest value
in natural environment context but is 40% of the lowest one in techno-industrial context.
Measurements, inferences, predictions, experiments, data-interpretations, correlations, conclusion-
reveals in inquiries are in all the textbooks, but observations and classifications, hypothesis
generations, controlling variables, experimental designs and generalizations are not in some
textbooks. Discussions, experiments, investigations in inquiry activities are included in all the
textbooks. However, inspections are not appeared in the all the books.

Based on the above results, social and techno-industrial inquiry contexts in the varied
scopes are necessary in the environment curricula with a unified direction. Inquiry processes
with pro-environmental behaviors as a last goal might be given into the curricula, having
tasks that could be understand unified inquiries. In addition, inspections with effectiveness

might be thrown into the scene of education.

Key words : environment units, 10th Science textbooks, inquiry contexts, inquiry processes,

inquiry activities
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