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An Inquiry into the Cultural Identity of Korean Design: "Well-Being’ and "Body-Mind Monism’
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(Abstract)

it is incontestable that the essence of the current fever of
well-being is pseudo-ideology, which is the commercialized
well-being.  Nevertheless, the potential value as the cultural
contents of Korean Design, reaching the philosophy of well-being,
must not be overlooked. Being more than its dictionary meaning of
'happiness’ and 'welfare’, well-being aims peace of mind and
richness in mentality, thus supports the life style of 'Body-Mind
Monism’. As a trend that has taken a ride on the consumerism, it
is inevitable to excavate the benign cultural value that an ordinary
sign of well-being lacks in order to create a peculiar model of
Korea’s design contents by sublimating the commodity aesthetic
of well-being into an alternative argument possessing the cultural
identity of Korea. Well-being, not much different from an attitude
of following the 'ways of nature’, is a typical model of non-dualistic
thinking of East Asia. By tracing back to the indication of
well-being that already existed in the non-dualistic thought and
design of East Asia, the genealogy connecting the current
phenomena of well-being to the Body-Mind Monism can be found
in the cultural fraditions of as close as Korea and as far as East
Asia. In the case of adopting the monistic way of East Asian
thinking that sees body and mind as one not two as the
theoretical background of well-being imported from the West, it is
expected to provide a solution for the design discourse of Korea to
be out of colonialism. Well-being contributes to the monistic
awareness in the period of self-reflected modemization, which
needs to search new values based on the reconsideration of
duaiistic paradigm centered on the Western culture, thus it is
worth putting anticipation on the potential significance well-being
would have in the field of national as well as international design
world.
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Industrial design shall strive to arrange mutual, equal and holistic
relationships between people; people and objects; people and nature;
and the mind and body by searching for the place of harmony
between 'subject’ and ‘object’ _ Mission (MACIXIQIS "Fx'e} x|’
o srelg aonM HAN &, ozknt o7k 7kt AlgE, J2(1
oizint Aol A% ZTH2E |IIN BAE T2aH0F Bt _ ANY)

We, as enlightened industrial designers, shall promote a life blessed
by the rediscovery of the deeper values and meanings concealed in
everyday existence, instead of provoking endiess human desires
Renewed Calling (92} MUCIXOIHEES 2l7io BUS MU
O AAMg 0] 3AHZ 9|9l JIXE MUAHCERM 48 &5
oz 0|8 _ M2 oY)



