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The Prevalence of Macrolide Antibiotics Resistance in the Clinical Isolates
of Common Respiratory Pathogens
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Abstract — The prevalence of resistance to a range of macrolides was determined for clinical isolates of common res-

piratory pathogens using NCCLS testing methods and interpretative criteria. 71.4% of Strepiococcus pneumoniae, 62.3% of
Staphylococcus aureus, 50.8% of coagulase-negative staphylococci and 4.4% of Strpetococcus pyogenes were erythromycin
resistant. Also, the rates of resistance to other macrolides and clindamycin in these clinical isolates were as high as to eryth -
romycin. Almost all of the macrolide-resistant isolates were positive for erm of the methylase gene, or mef of the efflux gene.
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&V BAEEE ElA whysl= Agto g wlole{ Ay Yok ® 5+ macrolided] A& 43, clindamycin®. % 5=
3k Aol Qs dojuthl 53] M 72del] 93t $57) 7t lincosamider] FAEEZ-L- vlwA Rakgo] Ay FF7A 74
AL oy AlFF o2 T e 4= 7] wjEe] A 9] A5l A% Y= FEELolch Tt fejuete
Aoz Fo3 Algeelo] 1 Qe ey 557 2 Ch O]C G tigh W vlE } F& HoloA], Hale

503]/‘1 HelE= Al 71E AR tig ol A5 WIATE olgal AHE 7IhE + deA| A5-E HEsR= A
S71okm slo] = B} 512 QI ) pelkeb) ol @9 Aasin

*1 PHoT PeHs Ao WEES O e wamal ol & dreldt, 557 3959 uE 4%,

HMS o), o & Hof| &30, X&) #el7t B3t A staphylococci®-2}, Streptococcus pyogenes, Streptococcus prewmo-

gjo]c} 25 69 niae, Haemophilus influenzae, 1311, Moraxella catarrhalis

Penicillin G2 ¥2 3= B-lactamA! SAEAS, 3571 17 5 HZol FH8 44 #F) 3 F2 macroliderd] 2
Azol 13} el X gAE FaAE 2ot ? g2 penicillin lincosamideZl TAEA 2] U HITE 4 oA 55 MIC,
o] 74, allergye] $18lo] Qlar 7 UPd-go] w)$ o}, 71 AREo) minimal inhibitory concentration)?] Z74-8 F3l0] HEsk, 71
AT Y 4= lof] k2 28, 2xF AMeeEEE M macrolide- U 71dE e EN dA feivRlel AR R Qli- o]
lincosamide-streptogramineMLS)A| &4 &4 3} quinolone 7| 5 R A0] A OB AlE SIS o=l
P9 o] gFo] Eolxa1 Uk Erythromycin® 2 T

o WUy

PR ol 38 Bole AxleAR

(A3}) 02-2210-2490 (BA) 02-2210-2490 TPV =L
(E-mail) mjshim@uos.ac.kr - . S oo . es .
(%i;n}z)n Oz_gsoj%%uos(gg 1) 02-886-5802 14%F macrolide#] ¥3E4<! erythromycin(Sigma Chemical
(E-mail) ecchoi@snu.ac.kr Co., St. Louis, MO, USA), clarithromycin(Abbott Laboratories,
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Abbott Park, IL, USA), 158+ macrolideA] 341&-4 21 azithro-
mycin(Pfizer Inc., New York, NY, USA), 163 macrolide”] &
A5 29 josamycinICN Biomedical, Costa Mesa, CA, USA),
lincosamide?)] 3M¥E2191 clindamycin(Sigma Chemical Co., St.
Louis, MO, USA)E& AH&-3FSi U vl oFE 3=, penicillin G
(Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, MO, USA)%} ampicillin
(Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, MO, USAY o]&st5it}.

MZaF

AEe] AAehghn A HaAT) $4%) 5, FAke »
At B, S doduista Weleld 2003de] YdHe
2 2% Staphylococcus aureus 1755, coagulase-negative
staphylococci(CNS) 645 AHE-3H5AT S. pyogenes 45, S.
preumoniae 2859+ H. influenzae 297, M. catarrhalis 304+,
A& Al dHgks oA 200397 2004l HX
ddor Fed A ol&sigit.

MICS| &4

A g dFel dist FEERS HA A 55 4L,
National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards(NCCLS;
US.A) Az 314 oJslo] A S, aurenss)
CNSE Mueller Hinton agar(Difco) Bi#|oll, S. pyogenes= 2%
5%w/)2] horse serumr= X 33R= Brain-Heart Infusion(BHI;
Difco)ll 22 Fslod 37°CollA] 187131 wijeFsle] S48i5iT.
S. preumoniaet M. catarrhalis= 3% 5%/v)2] sheep blood
& ¥ §sl= BHI agar WIA & o] 835141, GasPak System
(BD, NJ, USA)YIA 5% CO, et FAIE TS 3lo] 37°CelA
23712 wlekst k. H. influenzae= Haemophilus Testing
Media(HTM)<ll 3E3t GasPak SystemellA 5% CO, “3H
7} FAHEE slod 37°C oK 2371 kst FEAS
H1 FEE 64 pgmlt HES 3lo], o] FiolA 2 AL 3
A A FE 0.06 pgmlt HEF A JAALE 7
SRk 24 FAEA L] 5+, NCCLSolA #Ash= ATCC

O}

Table II — Breakpoints of each antibioticsa

Table I - Primer sequences used in the PCR for detection of erm

gene!®
. Product size
Name Primer sequence (base airs)
erm(A) 5-GTTCAAGAACAATCAATACAGAG-3? 421
5-GGATCAGGAAAAGGACATTTTAC-3"®
5-GAAAAGGTACTCAACCAAATA-3?
erm(B) 639

5-ATGAACGGTACTTAAATTGTTTAC-3"
5-GCTAATATTGTTTAAATCGTCAATTCC-3"
5-GGATCAGGAAAAGGACATTTTAC-3"
5-AGTATCATTAATCACTAGTATGC-3
meflA) 5 TTCTTCTGGTACAAAAGTGG-3®

“Upper primer.
Lower primer.

erm(C) 572

348

F+FE o] gale] quality controlEtATh o7)o) Fujokst AN
& 43 HF F F57) 1°CFU/mo] 5% 3 H
microinoculator(Sakuma Co. Ltd, Tokyo, Japan)& ©]-&3}¢]
5wA HEseh e e HEE F e HAh F
MICE 351, A9 7158 NCCLS?) breakpointZ uwhsich
(Table ID)."¥

LHY REIXLe] 244

INtRON BiotechnologyAF2] genomic DNA extraction kitE
o845}, macroliderl] a4 UPdl ¥5-2] genomic DNA
Z Agict. o] genomic DNAS} Table 1] sequence®l] SdsH=
382 erm(A), erm(B), erm(C) primers ©}-&3}%] multiple poly-
merase chain reaction(PCRYS 3t Fof|, 7] d%& E3lod of
H gened 7HAIL A=A BRISKATE mefA)el sl 1749
primerg ©] &3] PCRZ meflA) AL labgict ¥
Primert= Bioneer’tof| A g8t Z& o]-431% 1, PCR&

Peltier thermocycler(MJ Research, MA, USA)S ©]2-313ct.

dfEa ¥ DE

N
=N
N
=2
=
e
otk
o
it}
L
i
B

A4 % Ha MICS}, MIC,,

Species Staphylococci S. pyogenes S. prneumoniae H. wnfluenzae M. catarrhalis
Antibiotics S R S R S R S R S R
Erythromycin <05 >8 <025 S <0.25 S
Clarithromycin <2 >8 <0.25 >1 <0.25 21 <8 >32 <8 232
Azithromycin <2 28 <0.25 >1 <0.5 >2 <4 >8 <4 >8
Josamycin <2 >8 <0.25 >1 <0.25 >1
Clindamycin <0.5 >4 <0.25 >1 <0.25 >1
Ampicillin <0.06 >2 <1 >4 <1 >4
Penicillin G <0.06 >2

?All breakpoints given are NCCLS, with the exception of josamycin.
S 1 Susceptible.
R : Resistant.
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Table I - Antibacterial activities of antibiotics

Staphylococcus aureus (175)°

Coagulase-negative staphylococci (64)°

Streptococcus pyogenes (45)°

Antimicrobial Resiom Resivn Reviomn
agent esistance esistance esistance
8 Range  MICy, MICq ~ 00 %) Range  MIC5, MIC,, rate (%) Range MIC;, MICq, rate (%)
Erythromycin  <0.06-264 264 264 62.3 <0.06->64 32 >64 50.8 <0.06-264 <0.06 <0.06 44
Clarithromycin  <0.06-264 264 >64 62.3 <0.06-264 16 >64 484 <0.06-264 <0.06 <0.06 44
Azithromycin  <0.06-264 264 264 64.6 <0.06->64 =64 264 50 <0.06-264 <0.06 0.12 44
Josamycin <0.06->64 >64 >64 54 <0.06->64 4 264 40.6 <0.06-264 012 025 44
Clindamycin <0.06-264 =264 264 52.9 <0.06->64 0.5 >64 35.2 <0.06-264 <0.06 <0.06 44
o Streptococcus pneumoniae (28)° Moraxella catarrhalis (30)° Haemophilus influenzae (29
Antimicrobial y— P—— Revistan
agent esistance esistance esistance
8 Range MIC;, MIC,, rate (%) Range MIC;, MIC, rate (%) Range MICy, MIC,, rate (%)
Erythromycin  <0.06-264 >64 >64 714 <0.06-0.5 <0.06 <0.06 - 0.5-16 8 16 -
Clarithromycin  <0.06-264 264 >64 85.7 <0.06->64 <0.06 <0.06 3.3 0.5-32 8 16 34
Azithromycin = <0.06->64 264 >64 78.6 <0.06-0.12 <0.06 <0.06 0 <0.06-1 0.25 0.5 0
Josamycin <0.06->64 >64 264 750 0.5->64 1 2 - 4-32 8 16 -
Clindamycin <0.06-264 >64 >64 714 4->64 4 4 - 4264 8 32 -
Ampicillin <0.06->64 8 32 714 4->64 >64 264 100 0.25->64 32 >64 75.9
Penicillin G 8->64 >64 264 100
“Number of isolates.
MICy), Wd£-2 Table Il VFERASITE. Macrolide”] 2H8=2 254171 A5HAQ 2R diafir= ASH= WdE a2
Z azithromycin® clarithromycinoll T A& 711 Rog & B3l 37 zApt Foshth

A = T8 24X 1R H. influenzaeS} M. catarrhalis®) 73
9= 80|, 77 o FaolM s, erythromycing ¥3+s}
£ macrolide] FAEHA gk WA Eo] =g EdTh
Erythromycin®l] th&}, S, aureus’} 62.3%2) W35S HJ0
™, CNS= 50.8%, S. pneumoniae= 71.4%2} UPd&& B3t
Josamycing- S. aureus, CNS, S. pneumoniae Z+ 54, 40.6, 75%
o] &S R S. aurensolM 62.3%, CNSE= 48.4%,
S. pneumoniae= 85.7%2) W3ES HQ! clarithromycinoll thsl
AME, 18 24 AFU M catarrhalis: H. influenzae?}, 2+
3.3, 34%°] WSS WA M. catarrhalis®t H. influenzae)
78-%, azithromycinell thajr= 27 7402 A3g Bglon
S. aureus, CNS, S. pneumoniae= 7+ 64.6, 50.0, 78.6%2 114
&5 Rk olzig S-S 1999A7E 200003742 4
5ol thet U ERThs 25 wobx Zojuh 23 tat o] 7+

S. pyogenes®) 735, 1 B3S ZAFYE macrolidedl FA3E
2 A%k 2 lincosamideA] FAEZ 250l thal] 4.4%2] W&
S UAES BT o3 &2, of 59 HaoM ix
B UAERT} o) Yol Ao|thH? B opo) Aupmro g
S. pyogenesS] dEo] AA| Tz FAe] QlE AAA], e ¥
A Zpolof| 7]QIg AQ1IA|, ohH A A o] ALt FAZQL
221 23k A 1Al thsire & 47t glen, ool & o o}
ZrRo| 1 FEAQI AErF Iasi)

Erythromycin®l] WWd-S Hol= #52 WICR erm gene Y
mef geneS AR A erythromycin W S. aurens®)
78%, CNSS] 54%, S. pyogenes 100%, 12| S. pnewmoniae
o 74%7} erm gene> 7FAAL 313w, CNSS 12%, S
preumoniae®) T9%= mef gene= 71X 3L USUTt. erm gened}
mef genes B 7HR|IL Sl S, preumoniae’s. 58%1 ST},

Table 1V — Distribution of erm genes and mef gene among macrolide-resistant isolates

Staphylococcus aureus

Coagulase-negative staphylococci

Streptococcus pyogenes Streptococcus preumoniae

Gene No. of isolates % No. of isolates % No. of isolates % No. of isolates %
erm(A) 65 70 1 3
erm(B) 2 100 3 16
erm(C) 5 5 20 51
mef(A) 5 12 4 21
erm(A)+erm(B)
erm(A)+erm(C) 1 1
erm(B)+mef(A) 11 58
Not detected 23 24 14 35 1 5
Total 94 100 40 100 2 100 19 100
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Macrolidell FMEEHe] digh &S wl$ %2 Holth w}
2 b Al A3 Qo] A¥H e T adE 7|dEle o
"L, olel) wheh A HARE AN Zed AR o RE
Rl Fof) ARg3R= Zlo] mighalattt. o] 3o] macrolider] 3
AEA WS o S7RI7IA 4, 1 7RIS A QL
= T WRoleta A B3k AR FAEAY A&
el 7w w-2o] g ahr}. MacrolideAdl?] WE 0% Az At
H ketolideA] SEEZS] A9, 1 71540) Folr AMEAl &
HE 71 5 ek v o] oA #AE Bl sl 248
A AR F 7t Qe 3T

4 £
2] Uetell A macrolider] FAEA gk 571 7 4
Al WSS ik 52 Holoh whebd o AlE Ha
Hrdow ERlE dFhs o R o] AlQe FAEAE A}
gk Zlo] waAlsit),
#HAlS| g

o] =& MEAIEEL 200395 sHAT2 du] o <3t

of ATHAFU. ofell MaAI- el FAksh= HlgiyTh.
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