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A Study on the Modernity Characteristics of the Traditional Housing in Seoul 1920s~ 1930s
- Based on 'Housing Improvement Theory' on 'the Housing Plan of the Middle Area of Choseon’ by Park, Kil-Ryong -

8H ° [ Park, Hyung-Jin

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the modernity characteristics of the traditional housing in Seoul 1920s to 1930s
setting the criterion for analyses based on a Korean architect, Park, Kil-Ryong 'Housing improvement theory’ about 'the
Housing Plan of the Middle Area in Choseon'.

The architect Park, Kil-Ryong expressed 'Housing Improvement Theory’ positively founded on having a deep knowledge of
traditional architecture. At his early working stage in 1928, he announced 'Housing Improvement Theory’ about 'the Housing
Plan of the Middle Area in Choseon’ from the paper titled ‘An Inquiry into the Housing of the Middle Area in Choseon’. It is
inferred that his paper quite affected the modern changes of traditional housing of those days.

As the results of the study, even though the main floored room still keeps the symbolical and central position in traditional
housing, the size of that is designed to be smaller than before. The room on the opposite side is generally designed widely as
the scope more than 2 ‘KAN' and shows the features of expansion and division according to functions. By interchanging the
location of the kitchen, the inner room as the main living space souths in the front of the house. The kitchen is designed as
fitting size and separated from the space of working, linking, setting the table, keeping things and others. The bathroom is
built in the house and then connected to the corridor. Each space is effectively planned for the best location in the house as
considering lightening and ventilation.
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