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Acute poisoning is one of the diseases which need the most fastest emergency measures at the very beginning.
However, at present, The Korea doesn’ t manage the toxication all over the country, and in particular, there is no
guide to medical cure paying due regard 1o the traits of each area.
This paper focused on the issue that the necessary data in preparing the facilities for the treatment of the poisoned
patients and materials for medical treatment including antidote would have to be collected, after finding the special
features of the symptoms by searching the present conditions of the poisoning in small towns next to farm villages
in the North area of Youngseo, Kangwon province.
This study was based on the questionnaires from 111 patients who were carried into the emergency room by the
poisoning in two university hospitals of the North area of Youngseo, Kangwon, for one year, 2002.
Upon investigation, the patients(111) visiting emergency room by the acute poisoning during the research period
was found to be 0.37 percent of all patients(30,085) visiting emergency room. Among them, the most high percent-
age was given in their twenties and thirties at the rate of 39.6%, and the ratio(40.5%) of the poisoned patients after
their fifties was much higher than a research(10%) of other areas. Many poisoned patients came to their rescue in
an emergency room generally in spring and in winter, from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.. Agricultural chemical of the toxic materi
als had a majority at a ratio of 57.7%, and paraquat of the agricultural chemicals was found to have a lot of toxicity
by 31.7%. As the trace of the toxication, the oral poisoning was common by 89.2%, and 55.9% in the case of oper-
ating gastric lavage and nasogastric irrigation, but only 14.4% for prescribing antidote. The mortality of the acute
poisoned patients was 17.2%, and the toxication by
paraquat held a majority.
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quently. Therefore, these dangerous situations need to find the ways to cope with.
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Fig. 1. Distributions of patients by age and sex (No.=numbers).

<thr 1-2hr 2-3hr >3hr
Fig. 3. Distributions of patients by arrival time at emergency
department after poisoning occurred.
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Fig. 2. Distributions of patients by seasonal variation.
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Table 1. Ingested drug classifications

Drug Class Sub-classs Frequency(%)
Organophosphates 13 (20.6)

Carbamates 5(79

Other insecticides 7(1.D)

Paraquats 20 (31.7)

Pesticide Other herbicides 6(95)
Bactericides 3(48)

Rodenticides 8(12.7)

Other 1(1.6)

Opioids 1(16.7)

Aspirins 1 (16.7)

Prescribe Medicine Acetaminophens 2(33.3)
Antipsychotics 1(16.7)

TCAs* 1(16.7)

Doxylamine succinates 14 (56.0)

Aspirins 1(40)

Drug store Acetaminophens 3(12.0)
Other 7(28.0)

Sodium hypochlorite 3(17.6)

Others 14 (82.4)

CO gas 5(35.7)

CO; gas 2(14.3)

Others LPG* 1( 7.1)
Other gases 2(14.3)

H,0, 1(7.1)

Others 3(214)

*TCAs: tricyclic antidepressants, "LPG: liquid propane gas
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