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Abstract : The biogeographical approach on the species composition, distributional range, and life form of
native Korean conifers suggests that the Korean Peninsula harbors 4 families 10 genera 30 species. Early-
evolved conifers maintain high species diversity and broad distribution. During the glacial periods, the ranges of
cold-tolerant conifers expanded, on the other hand, those of warmth-tolerant ones reduced. Presence of
endemic subalpine conifers might be the result of long-term isolation of conifers on high mountains. Horizontal
and vertical ranges of native Korean conifers are classified into alpine, subalpine, montane, coastal, insular and
disjunctive types, and then subdivided into twelve sub-types. Typical life form of native Korean conifers is
evergreen tree, blooms in spring, and fruits ripe in autumn or following autumn. Oval and elliptical seeds with
wing might be beneficial for their dispersal. Further works on the migration, dispersal, genetics, ecology of native
Korean conifers are required for the better understanding of the biogeography of conifers.
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