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{Abstract)

Corporate design activities have expanded from being
exclusive and passive responsibilities to active participation
in planning, marketing, technology and corporate brand
image differentiation for successful business. Thus the
communications between designers and other functions come
to include critical decision making, information sharing, and
objective reasoning.

Given that design activities now have to involve various
functions in product development, the styling-related design
process, which is still developed by designer’s intuition and
experience, poses as an obstacle not just between various
functions involved, but even within the design function. To
overcome this obstacle and to lead more effective design
decision process, a means for product form development
assessment and management is necessary.

This research proposes a foundation for managing and
assessing product form based on the hypothesis and
demonstration of discovering a system of formative factor
and order a product form expresses that can be shared as
an objective and logical system.

As a result of this demonstration, the form as a unigue
visual expression and the factors related to the form and its
co-relationship are examined. The factors are called
formative parameters and the system is named as the
product form alignment method. Based on the logic derived
from the system, the process for developing an image that
aligns with the predefined goal is explained. The method
defines a balance between a designer's intuitive creativity
and the extracted logic, which can act as a basis for
designers to share design language among themselves and
for communication between design and other functions.
Based on this system, designers are able to align design
work with the set goal, and focus and limit the range of
form development, which is anticipated to result in lead-time
reducton and minimizing unnecessary obstacles and
mistakes.
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