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ABSTRACT

This study was performed to identify the relationships between parents’ nurturing
behavior and preschoolers’ creativity. The differences of parents’ behavior and children’s
creativity by children’s sex were also analyzed. The subjects were one hundred and four
children(54 boys and 50 girls) and their mothers. Parents’ nurturing behavior was assessed
by a nurturing behavior questionnaire administered to the mothers, preschoolers’ creativity
was rated by the author through observation of the children’s responses. The reliability of
observation was calculated from 10 among the 104 children. The reliability coefficient
was .96. The results were as follows: First, there were significant differences in parents’
behavior according to the child’s sex. Girls’ parents showed more affective and
achievement oriented attitude compared to the boys™ parents. Second, there were also
significant differences in children’s creativity according to sex. Girls’ originality and
flexibility were higher than boys, however, significant differences between girls and boys
in fluency and imagination were not found. Third, parents’ nurturing behavior and
children’s creativity were strongly related to each other. Children’s imaginations were
strongly related to the mothers’ behavior. Children’s originality and flexibility were also
significantly related to their parents’ behavior, but children’s fluency did not show
relations with their parents’ behavior.
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Table 1. Parents’ nurturing behavior by children’'s sex
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Sex Boys Girls
Nurturing M SD M SD t
Behavior
Affection-Rejection 3.13 .16 3.25 .18 -3.64%**
Autonomy-Control 2.85 .29 2.94 .26 -1.73
Achievement-
. 2.99 36 3.14 36 -2.02*
Nonachievement
Rationality-
T 3.02 23 3.09 23 -1.43
Irrationality
Total Norturing 3.00 18 3.10 19 2.90%+
Beha vior o . » . “dae

* p<0.05 ** p<0.01 *** p<0.001

=g AH AFH =N a2 2
of Hisf ojpivel &3 Hxdt A Hx
dlMe frotel Fdol met Aol Holn 1A
i

2. 7ote| ool mpE ot Feld Alo|

frotel FejAe] e wa} Alolrl eVt
g golry] f8 t AFE AAEe FAnE
Table 24]] AA]EH .

Table 29} o] A Fo)Fe goprl HE
36.23, ool HH 40.172 oJole] FejAlo] @
olit} E4th FHYgEE e ST &84
oAlA Gztelz} A=Y Holr} dotrt 534
I §BA0l Bt &, doly} Folr} ook
NAHE AXEEL S5 ALLE s B0l
At 2o HE FFAT FFH M oo}
9] A7l gelut Erle 3oy 9 Qe
Aol olRitt F, ofoltio] Fo] FRFo|nt
FA5YNM = frole 4o @ o)z}t el
wA sk

Table 2. Children’s creativity by children’s sex
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: Sex Boys Girls - .
Creativity M SD M SD
Originality 8.09 3.64 9.60 3.20 -2.23*
Flexibility 8.59 2.76 9.70 231 -2.20*
Fluency 10.11 3.48 10.26 3.19 - 22
Imagination 9.43 3.37 10.61 2.73 -1.95
Total Creativity 36.23 8.70 40.17 8.43 -2.34*

* p<0.05
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Table 3. Relationships between parent’s nurturing behavior and children’s creativity

Creativity
Nurturing Originality Flexibility Fluency Imagination  Total Creativity
Behavior
Affection-Rejection 376%** .313%* 036 S14x** A40x
Autonomy-Control A48+ A58*** 197 S562%** 590***
Achicvement- Algrer 4464+ 169 6225+ 584xx+
Nonachievement
Rationality- * Hokok e *kk
Hrrationality 218 385 062 466 391
Total Nurturing 513w 56T 479 760% 12w
Behavior

* p<0.05, ** p<0.0l, *** p<0.001
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