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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to review research evolution and achievements, major
activities, research manpower, and difficulties for social scientists, using IRRI's internal
web site and Social Sciences Division’s research literatures. The major findings are as
follows: 1) Social research started with the establishment of Agricultural Economics
Division (AED) in 1966, and it was developed into the Social Sciences Division (SSD)
in 1990; 2) Their research has been geared towards developing technological and policy
interventions that improve food security and raise the well-being of rice farmers through
sustainable increase in the productivity of a rice-based production system; 3) Major
activities of social sciences research for about four decades can be classified into the
identification of technology needs, technology impact assessment, policy analysis, research
prioritization, and capacity building for social science research in NARS (National
Agricultural Research Systems). They have become increasingly important in alleviating
the poverty of the rice growing and consuming population; 4) Social researchers at IRRI
include economists, anthropologists, gender specialists, geographic information specialists,
and rural sociologists; 5) Finally, this paper discusses the difficulties faced by social
researchers.
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Fig. 1. IRR! Organizational Structure (Feb. 3, 2004)
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Table 1. Characteristics of International Staffs(as of Mar.12, 2004)

variable categories N(%) variable categories N(%)
Africa 3 (2.5) male 105 (86.1)
Asia 68 (55.7) Sex female 17 (139)
country Europe 21 (17.2) PBGB 33 (27.0)
‘ North America 23 (18.9) CSWSD 23 (18.9)
Other 7 (5.7 EPPD 15 (12.3)
IRS 61 (50.0) IPMO 13 (10.7)
PDF 12 (98) SSD 1298
IRF 11 ( 9.0) » DGO 702D
organizational BBU 3295
, Cons 1(90) unit® DDGP 3 (25)
occupatul))nal CRF 10 ( 8.2) GRC 3 (2.5
status Second 6 (49) VIS 3 (25
VRF 6 (49 AEU 2 (16)
LS 4(33) CPS 2 (16
Adjs 1(08) TC 2 ( 1.6)
CRS 0 ( 0.0) ITS 1 (08)
total 122 (100) total 122 (100)

1) IRS : Internationally Recruited Staff
PDF : Post-doctoral Fellow
JRF : International Research Fellow
Cons : Consuitant
CRF : Collaborative Research Fellow
2) 2399 ofol& Figure 1. 2

Second : Seconded IRS
VRF : Visiting Research Fellow

: Liason Scientist

Adjs  : Adjunct Scientist
CRS : Collaborative Research Scientist
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persons

190 1975 190 185 190 96 200 2R AW
years

* Source : Paris et al.(2003)

Fig. 2. Number of social scientists at |RRI(1970~2003)

persons

12 34 56 79 1014

years

* Source : Paris et al.(2003)

Fig. 3. Duration of stay of social scientists at IRRI

Table 2. Directory of International Staffs in Social Sciences Division(as of Mar.12, 2004)

Name Title Category Sex Country
Hossain, Mahabub Head, Economist, Program leader IRS M Bangladesh
Dawe, David Senior Scientist, Agro-Economist IRS M USA
Pandy, Sushil ” , Deputy Head IRS M Nepal
Kam, Suan Pheng Senior Scientist, GIS Specialist IRS F Malaysia
Paris, Thelma Senior Scientist, Gender Specialist IRS F Philippines
Bousquet, Francois IRS seconded from CIRAD seconded M France
Trebuil, Guy IRS seconded from CIRAD seconded M France
Abedin, M. Z. International Research Fellow IRF M Bangladesh
Fuwa, Nobuhiko International Research Fellow IRF M Japan
Bhandari, Humnath Post-doctoral Fellow PDF M Nepal
Bose, Manik Lai Post-doctoral Fellow PDF M Bangladesh
Sombilia, Mercedita Consultant Cons F Philippines
Total 12 persons
* Source: http:/fcpssrv2/ddgr/oufssd
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