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A Study on the Social Image of Architectural Finishing Materials
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Abstract

In modern days when architectural materials have grave impacts on overall design expression, materials for architecture,
especially finishing materials have become the most essential elements for the design expression, as architectural space and
form have been. This study closely verifies the concept of tensity analyzed in preceding studies by quantifying it through
experimentation and questionnaire, and suggests possible alternatives which verified concept of tensity applies into the
architectural design.

It was examined how architects consider the finishing materials through a questionnaire. With a questionnaire, the possibility
of quantificative analysis for tensity is evaluated by SPSS program. Moreover, a questionnaire about the social image that the
architectural finishing materials have was also conducted. This questionnaire results in the actual methods to apply quantificated
psychological tensity and social images into the architectural design and recommends better plan to select finishing materials
for each spacial function and usage. Due to the great influence of social images in design expression, the application mechanism
of the tensity should follow the general and individual principles together. With the tensity figure and application of social

images we can find more resonable method for material selection.
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