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{(Abstract)

Although the proportion of frail elderly among the elderly population has been rapidly increasing, there is little preparation to provide
housing alternatives for them in Korean society. Long-term care facility is a housing alternative for frail elderly that enables them to receive
social and medical care services that enhance the quality of their life. This research was conducted to study the opinions of middle-aged
Koreans about long-term care facilities for the frail elderly. This study provides useful suggestions for the development of user-paid
long-term care facilities in the near future. A survey questionnaire was administered to 600 adults in their 50s to collect data. The sample
was stratified according to region, gender, and housing structure type.

The results showed that most of the respondents were aware of long-term care facilities for the frail elderly; but they were relatively
unwilling to live in these facilities, as compared to other housing alternatives. However, a larger number of respondents said that as they
became very frail, they would be willing to live in these facilities. The respondents expressed a high level of need for user-paid long-term
care facilities as an alternative to hospitalization. Also, they wanted to have a variety of long-term care facilities that are designed for
different levels of disability. The education level of respondents and their spouses, average monthly income, subjective economic level, and
religion were major variables that differentiated significantly the opinions about long-term care facilities for the frail elderly.
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