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< Abstract>

This study examined how school-age children’s peer acceptance and friendship experience were related
to their psychosocial adjustment. Peer acceptance was examined in terms of sociometric status and social
preference, and the friendship experience was examined in terms of the reciprocity of best friendship. The
subjects were 275 children in the 4th or 5th grades. It was found that sociometric status and the reciprocity
of best friendship were significant predictors of the level of loneliness that children experienced. Interaction
between children’s social preference score and the reciprocity of best friendship was also a significant
predictor of the children’s experience of loneliness. That is, the degree to which children are accepted by
their peer group predicts the level of loneliness that children experience, but the strength of the prediction
depends on whether the children have reciprocal best friends. As for children’s self-esteem in relation with
sociometric status and the reciprocity of best friendship, only sociometric status was a significant predictor of
children’s self-esteern. However, interaction between social preference and the reciprocity of best friendship
was a significant predictor of children’s self-esteem. This finding suggests that the degree to which children
are accepted by their peer group predicts the level of children’s self-esteem, and the strength of the prediction
depends on whether the children have reciprocal best friends.
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Hq AL oHEE FeorX Fo(Bagwell,
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1995).
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