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A Study on the Dwellings of Korean Diaspora in Yunhaju of Russia
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Lee, Young-Shim Cho, Jae-Soon

Abstract

Koreans had started moving to Yunhaju in Russia for escaping from the tyrannical rule and
famine in 1860's in Korea. It had been veiled and nearly known about Korean's life there because
of social and political situation of Russia until the Perestroyka. This study examined the dwellings
of Korean Diaspora in Yunhaju through visiting their houses and having an interview. Results of
research were as following: 1) Russian traditional houses which Koreans built was followed by
Russian style basically and Koreans used the space slightly different way. Korean Diaspora have
been adopted Russian life style with keeping their own traditional way of living. 2) Some Korean
Diaspora still have been kept traditional heating system 'Ondol' in their houses until now in Yunhaju.
Moreover, it is known that people of Central Asia prefer to set 'Ondol' recently as a very specific and
expensive heating system. 3) Korean's food style in Yunhaju is the one mixed with Russian, Korean,
and Central Asian foods. This study could be a first step to supply for a basic information for studying
of Korean Diaspora in Russia and it is needed to take more deep research in other areas in Russia.

Keywords : Korean Diaspora, Yunhaju, Russian life style, traditional way of living, Ondol
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