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A Historical Consideration

on the Evolution of Competition in Offshore Fisheries

Kim Byung-ho

Abstract

The offshore trawl fishery is seeking its survival way to overcome current
management conditions in red, resulted from the bilateral agreement with China
and Japan. However, this movement magnifies conflicts between fisheries on the
contrary and it is thought to be impossible to get over current situations. For all
that, this study is aimed at investigating how this current situations have
occurred.

The management freedom as response to the change in fishing conditions of a
certain fishery, in case of Korea, is affected by institutional regulations. The
example of this is controls on fishing gears, fishing vessels, and fishing grounds.
The most exposure of this control is a segmentation of institutional fisheries.

The initial segmentation of the offshore trawl fishery in Korea was occurred in
the period of Japan’ s colonization when the degree of use of fishing grounds was
limited geographically. At that time, fisheries were divided by fishing areas, but
it did not divide the fishery itself. The large - sized fishing vessels were
developed politically to be more competative to Japanese fishing vessels since
1950s. During this time, the trawl fishery was merged into current Eastern trawl
fishery and South - Western trawl fishery. It was also inevitable to divide into
the pair trawl and single trawl fishery as a result of the physical mergency
between Western trawl and Southern trawl fishery.

In order to develop the trawl fishery, new licenses were issued on the shrimp
trawl fishery, through which it was expected to boost the trawl fishery. As
opposed, the shrimp trawl fishery was changed into the mid - sized trawl fishery,
targeting on the eastern fishing areas and the large - sized trawl fishery was

developed since the late of 1970s with the development of filefish processing
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industry. The large trawl fishery that led in development of offshore trawl fishery
since the late of 1950s was started to divide into a pair trawl and single trawl
according to the fishing method and capital power. It finally became an
institutionally independent fishery in 1980s, respectively.

Looking into these historical process, the segmentation of the trawl fishery is
thought as a result of the lack of long - term perspective and as a production of
trial and error resulted by unprepared policy. As a result, these segmentation of
fisheries roles as critical obstacles in harmonization of fisheries and in
overcoming of current situations.

Therefore, the review of this institutional segmentation of the offshore trawl
fishery should be taken for an optimal redistribution of fishing grounds suits
with business and fishing technology.

For this, the fishery must be divided into large capitalized fishery and small -
mid fishery with consideration of capital, fishing method, and the condition of
use of fishing grounds. In addition to this, by limiting outline of fishing ground
that the large fishery can harvest, it must allow for the small - mid fishery to
catch with its own boundary. Furthermore, by launching buyback programs on
the trawl, eastern trawl, pair trawl, it can provide broader fishing grounds where

the fishery can harvest with management freedom.

Key words : Offshore Trawl Fishery, Institutional Segmentation of the
Trawl Fishery, Optimal Redistribution
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