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Park Disposition Problems and Alternatives on the Basis of

the Neighborhood Units Theory in Japan Metro-Cities
-New Approach to the Disposition Theory of

Urban Public Parks-
Park, Koo-Won

Dept. of Regional Development, Korea Institute for Public Autonomy

ABSTRACT

The disposition of public parks pursue proper distribution and hierarchy formations on the basis of
the neighborhood units theory. However, problems like price of land has brought about a large gap between
theories and real conditions. This paper examines the problems of the practical disposition and disposition
standards of public parks to solve these contradictions with reference to examples in Japan metro-cities.

“Study results are as follows; 1) The existing disposition theories are based on the district-boundary
of men’s acting and settling down. Therefore, the disposition standards of large-scale parks or special parks
beyond the humane scale have not been explained exactly. 2) As city sizes have expanded, these large-
scale parks have developed greatly, however, they are located out of urban areas on the ground of nature’s
geographical features. As a result, many small parks developed in urban areas. This extreme phenomenon
of location would break up proper distribution and hierarchy. 3) Large parks over 4 ha not only take an
important role in forming greenbelts but their location is also mainly based on their natural geographical

Corresponding author : Koo-Won Park, Dept. of Regional Development, Korea Institute for Public Autonomy, Seoul
150-756, Korea. Tel. : +82-2-784-0104, E-mail : parkfor@kpa.re.kr



20044F 6A) LEAREAE AHE 2 £

Pl

A FLuAe) FA P 2 AR 37

features so that they are absorbed into the network -structure of greenbelts. 4) It is suggested that in planning
parks, location and size of large parks over 4 ha should be selected and decided in the relation not with

parks but with greenbelts. Parks of 4 ha or below are properly disposed. Also, these parks take a great role
in forming the district boundary for settling down. Accordingly, proper distribution and hierarchy for-
mation needs to be based on established neighborhood as they were previously.
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