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The Processing System of English for Korean:
Focused on the Interaction with Native Language Processing
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of phonology in lexical access of bilingual
processing for Korean-English bilinguals. Four experiments have been conducted in order to adjudicate the
nonselective lexical access hypothesis, which argues simultaneous phonological activation of two bilingual
languages, and the selective lexical access hypothesis, which argues phonological activation of only one
bilingual language. The results showed that the Korean target word processing was significantly affected by the
phonological manipulation of the English prime word(Exp. 2). Similarly, the English target word processing
showed the tendencies that it is affected by the phonological manipulation of the Korean prime word(Exp. 2).
This results indicates that the phonological information of another bilingual language is automatically activated
when we process one of bilingual languages, and the process of English, which is the second language for
most Korean, is phonologically activated.

Keywords  Bilingual Language Proces, English Process, Nonselective Lexical Access Hypothesis,
Phonological Information, Priming Task
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