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Abstracts The aim of this study is to reveal the order and the age of mastery of phonemic contrast in
vowel sounds of Korean. For this purpose, we made an observation of the correspondences between the sounds
produced by children of 12-35 months and the target sounds produced by adults. The provisional order and the
age of contrast acquisition shown from the results of this study are as follows. First, the differential production
of vowels by the feature relating to the body of the tongue precedes the differential production of vowels by
the feature relating to the lip rounding. Second, as for the differential production of vowels by the feature
relating to the body of the tongue, the contrast between the low vowels and the others is accomplished first,
and the confrast between the high and low vowels and the contrast between the front and the back vowels are
established around the age of 24 months. Third, as for the differential production of vowels by the feature
relating to the lip rounding, the contrast between the rounded and the unrounded vowel is not accomplished
until 36 months. Finally, we observed, prior to the completion of the differential production of phonemes,
children use a specific phoneme excessively. This passing phrase could be interpreted as a result of
over-application of a distinctive feature in the course of acquisition of it.

Keywords vowel, child, language acquisition, phonemic system, Korean language
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