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Application of Traditional Acupuncture on Canine Intervertebral Disc Disease

Seong-mok Jeong' and Soo-won Park

Seoul Animal Medical Center

Abstract : A four-year-old female Pekingese dog was presented with intermittent ambulatory hindlimb lameness and
severe back pain. The course of the disease was acute and static and 5 days passed by until presentation. In neurological
examination, severe back pain and slightly decreased proprioception in right hindlimb were shown. In radiographic
examination, radiopacity was increased at T10-11 intervertebral disc space. According to the history taking, neurological
examination and radiographic examination, it was tentatively diagnosed as intervertebral disc disease (IVDD). Conservative
treatment was performed including cage rest, medication with prednisolone and traditional acupuncture. Acupoints were
GV-6, GV-7, BL-18, BL-19, BL-40 and GB-34. Dry needlings rested for 20 minutes. Just after the first acupuncture
treatment back pain was significantly decreased. With additional acupuncture treatment, all the clinical signs were not
observed. It is considered that conservative therapy including traditional acupuncture, medication and cage rest might
be the first choice of therapeutic method for Grade I or II IVDD in dogs.
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Fig 1. Lateral radiograph of thoracolumbar vertebrae of a dog:
Radiopacity was increased at T10-11 intervertebral disc space
(within circle).
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Fig 2. Acupoints for the treatment of thoracolumbar interver-
tebral disc disease in dogs.
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