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Evaluation of Subjective Fabric Hand:
Comparing Bipolar Adjectives with Unipolar Adjectives
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop a scale for the evaluation of the subjective fabric hand. In
order to find out the appropriate method for the evaluation, bipolar adjectives were compared to unipolar

adjectives. One hundred female university students were selected as judges. They assessed 9 fabrics using

the 9 point scale system for both bipolar and unipolar adjectives. When using the bipolar scale, judges

responded more consistently showing smaller deviation among their responses. The judges seemed to

understand the meanings of adjectives in the bipolar scale more clearly than in the unipolar scale. Unipolar
scale has twice the number of questions than bipolar scale does. Therefore, judges often felt bored
responding to the questions using unipolar adjectives. If the appropriate antonym can be found through
verified method, bipolar scale seems to have more advantages than unipolar scale.
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