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Abstract

The purpose of this theses is to review Hanliu phenomenon, a kind of social and cultural phenomenon,
in China around A. D. 2000 in the view of the culture-diffusion theory, and analyze its effect to the
fashion style of the new young generation of China. In this theses, Hanliu phenomenon means the
enthusiasm of Asian people for Korean mass cultures such as Korean dramas, pop songs and fashions
from late 1990's. This research adopts two kinds of methods for analyzing Hanliu phenomenon: a
qualitative research method and a quantitative one. As a qualitative research method, we analyzed Hanliu
phenomenon with several sources of documentaries and audio—visual materials on it. As a quantitative
research method, we conducted a survey of about 100 university students in Beijing for how they feel of
korean culture and fashions. The Hanliu phenomenon leads to the popularity of Korean products and the
general Korean cultures. Also, it affected the Chinese young generation so much that the Korean fashion
becomes popular among them. Its effects to the fashion styles of Chinese youths can be summarized in
three factors as follows. Firstly, the fashions of Korean entertainers such as H.O.T hair style and Hip-hop
fashion style are widely imitated. Secondly, the preference of Korean fashion products has been widely
increased. The number of stores dealing with Korean fashion products has been increased. Finally, Korean
culture and products have actively been imitated in China according to the increased popularity of Korean

fashion products.
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