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Table 1. Classified incidences of 619 inguires

Major Miner

. . Subgroups Incidence
categories categories

Fticlogy of gastric cancer 9
Symptoms 22
Diagnostic modalities 16
Staging 2
Pathophysiclogy 19
Treatment Surgery Sequelae 62
Possibility for surgery 41
Early complications 23
Foods after surgery 19
Diet plan after surgery 17
Surgery others 48
Laparcscopic surgery 1
Chemotherapy  Side effects 12
Necessity 23
Effects 16
Combined therapies 6
Combined foods 3
Chemotherapy others 26
Radiotherapy 3
EMR 4
Treatment medalities 15
Treatment of recurrence 4
Terminal care 48
Folk remedies 13
Other treatments 9
Prognosis 71
Foods favorable to gastric cancer 12
Follow-up management 5
Others* 30
Total 619
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Internet 186(40%)

Doctor 155(32%)

Fig. 1. Information route about the gastric cancer.
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Fig. 2. Satisfaction rate on the www.gastriccancer.co.kr internet
site.
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Fig. 3. Satisfaction rate about the explanations from the assigned
surgeon or physician.
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Fig. 4. Attitude toward the folk remedies.
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= Abstract =

Gastric-cancer-related Inquiries and Questionnaires through an Intemet Homepage

Dae Ho Ahn, MD.', Dong Woo Shin, M.D., Jae Ho Cheong, MD° Woo Jin Hyung, M.D.°, Seung Ho Choi, MD*°
and Sung Hoon Noh, WD

Department of Surgery, 'Pechon CHA University, CHA Hospital, 2F’undang Jesaeng Hospital, Seongnam, *Yonsei University
College of Medcine, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: Through a survey on an Internet homepage, we conducted research concerning the need of patients and therr
families for information on gastric cancer. We also assessed their interest in gastric cancer.

Materials and Methods: We analyzed §19 inquiries presented from June 2002 to September 2003 and 524 replies
submitted to a questionnaire survey delivered by the Internet homepage (www.gastriccancer.co ki) from August to Cotober
2003 to gastric cancer patients and their families.

Results: Analysis of Inquiries: The classified inquiries listed in order of frequency are as follows: treatment, prognosis,
stages, symptoms, pathophysiclogy, diagnostic modalities, favorable food, efiology, follow-up, efc. Among the inquiries
about treatment, the most frequent subgroup was about the scope of surgery or perioperative implications. Next came
questions concerning chemotherapy. Among the questions from patients vet to be operated, on those about operability
and the prognosis were most frequent. Among the patients who had undergone a resection, questions on complications
and the corresponding prognosis were most frequent. The concern from patients with inoperable or recurrent cancers
was related to terminal care andfor chemotherapy. Analysis of Questionnaires: The respondents acquired information on
gastric cancer from the Internet (40%), doctors (32%), the mass media (15%] and acquaintances (13%). Only 6% of
the respondents were sufficiently satisfied with the information provided by doctors. Among the respondents, 83.8% were
interested in complementing treatment with folk remedies while only 5% were not.

Conclusion: Patients and their families were eager to get information about gastric cancer. However, many of them
found the doctors' information to be insufficient. Our suggestion is that the public health, academic societies, medical
institutions, and public organizations should endeavor to provide through an activated Internet network correct information
on gastric cancer. {J Korean Gastric Cancer Assoc 2004;4:219-224)

Key Words: Gastric cancer, Internet, Inquiries, Questionnaires




