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RV SIS B Folo] olESS 9 E wIEe Ae] wrk 53, Al 71,
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Rethinking Knowledge Base of Social Work Practice

Hong, Seon—Mee
{(Hanshin University)

As one of the essential elements of social werk practice, knowledge articulates
what the social work profession is deing and cught to do. With an emphasis on
building a body of knowledge for the profession, this study analyses the nature of
social work knowledge. First, the study examines concepts of social work theories
and medels, which are built around separate clusters of concepts from a broad base
of theoretical orientation. The study reviews epistemelegical and ideelogical debates
over how to perceive and appreoach social issues and the role of the social work
profession. In organizing a clear conceptual framework for secial weork practice,
different frames of reference and selective and fragmentary knowledge from other
disciplines are considered barriers. For the development of a clear identity as a
unified profession and the prospects of a value-based profession, meore attention
needs to be given to specify practical knowledge that is contextual and appropriate

to practice settings and mere sensitive to social issues.
Key words: practice theory, knowledge for practice, knowledge base
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