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Effects of Perceived Stigma on Life Satisfaction and Self—Esteem
of the Mental Illness

Seo, Mi—Kyoung
(Gyveongsang National University)
Kim, Chung—Nam
(Gyeongsang National University)

According to modified labeling theory, because persons with mental illness
internalize the stigma of the public, they anticipate discrimination er rejection by
others. Such reactions may have negative effects on both psychelogical and social
functioning. We propese that perceived stigma are central to understanding the poor
adjustment of mental patients. This study was conducted by the survey with 377
mental patients in order to discover the pathways by which perceived stigma
affected life satisfaction and self-esteem. The major findings of the study were : 1)
Perceived stigma has a direct effect on life satisfaction as well as indirect effect
through patients” experience of discrimination. 2) Perceived stigma has ne direct
effect but indirectly affected self-esteem through patients’ experience of discrimination
and internal attribution of discriminatory situations. Based on these findings,

consumer-initiated anti-stigma campaign were discussed.
Key words : perceived stigma, life satisfaction, self-esteem, attribution, pathway
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