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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed

publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of the application

for patent in the United States”).

4) EUROPEAN PATENT CONVENTION, ARTICLE 55 (Non-prejudicial disclosures)
(1) For the application of Article 54 a disclosure of the invention shall not be taken into consideration if it occurred no earlier than six
months preceding the filing of the European patent application and if it was due to, or in consequence of:
(a) an evident abuse in relation to the applicant or his legal predecessor, or
(b) the fact that the applicant or his legal predecessor has displayed the invention at an official, or officially recognised, international
exhibition falling within the terms of the Convention on international exhibitions signed at Paris on 22 November 1928 and last revised on

30 November 1972,
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7) Article 9 Information Not Affecting Patentability (Grace Period)

A 8218] 71744 2@ SCP37]o1A 74A]
A =oe 4 AFFIAAR FL F7)
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S VA $ de HE7E O E9 AT o
A 12(F2 6)70 8 FPoll, = 112(526)
W Ftell MBZE(2) Fell 27 HH5 7L
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(Hp65), 2001/58. 13H

(1) [General Principle] Information which otherwise would affect the patentability of a claimed invention shall not affect the patentabifity
of that invention, in so far as the information was made available to the public anywhere in the world in any form during, or with
effect under Article 8(2) on a date during, the [12][six] months preceding the claim date,

i) by the inventor,

a) in another application filed by the inventor[ and should not have been made available to the public by the Office], or
b) in an application filed without the knowledge or consent of the inventor by a third party which obtained the information directly or

(
(ii) by an Office and the information was contained
(
(

indirectly from the inventor, or

(iii) by a third party which obtained the information directly or indirectly from the inventor.
(32) [No Time Limit for Invoking Grace Period] The effects of paragraph (1) may be invoked at any time.
(3) [Evidence] Where the applicability of paragraph (1) is contested, the party invoking the effects of that paragraph shall have the

burden of proving, or of making the conclusion likely, that the conditions of that paragraph are fulfilled.

(24) [Inventor] For the purposes of paragraph (1), inventor also means any person who, at or before the filing date of the application,

had the right to the patent.

(45) [Intervening Third Party Rights] A third person who in good faith had, between the date on which the information was made
available to the public under paragraph (1) and the claim date, used the invention for the purpose of his business or started
effective and serious preparations for such use shall have the right to start or continue to use the invention for that purpose. The
invention shall be considered to be used where the person performed any acts that would otherwise constitute an infringement

under the applicable law.
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