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A Study on the Stratification Formation of Shell Middens
Y(X), By eong—ﬂ

Shell middens, so called waste sites, are the remains made by files of wastes after the sources are
used from the natural and artificial environment. The relic things, excavated in shell middens are
usually found to be broken and hard to recognize the original shape because those had been
abandoned from the residential places.

In the wide meaning, shell middens can be one source of constituting the residential places, so
the information about shell mounds must be proper to reason the dwellers' life style and ways.

This report deals with ‘layer location’, the most basic thing among many informations of the
Shetl middens

At first, the categories of shell-middens' layer location are classified on the basis of layers,
deposited by the human beings' acts, as the powdered shell layer, the shell-layer of shells mixed
with soil, the shell layer with whole-shaped shells, and the clay layer.

The next is about types of classification in the layers. which are horizontal deposition type and
vertical deposition type.

In the horizontal types, there are the first spotted type, found to be deposited in the several places
on the slide of the independent mound, the second spotted type, shown at the some places on the
mound-slide connected to the mountain area, and independent type. which has the only one
deposition spot around the residential place.

The vertical types, classified as the features of the ground forming the shell mounds contains the
first type which used the old topography, the second type having been deposited from on the
previous generation's deposition place and the third that used the artificially digged depression.

After that, the report says there is high possibility that the layer formation can be different
according to the deposit's wasted places. To prove it, the report reviews about the formation reason
and forming sources of the deposits on the basis of the four layers, the powdered shell layer, the
shell-layer of shells mixed with soil, the shell layer with whole-shaped shells, and the clay layer
which are the foundation of the concept of layers.

At last, to see what kinds of the Shell middens and its size can represent some areas and what is
the relativity between the relics of the areas, the report compares to review the two areas, Kimhae
and Changwon.

The result is that the shell middens representing an area should be located on the top of a hill,
and have fine conditions for inside and outside cultural interchanges and productive activity
around the environs. Also, the forming period of the shell mound must be long as formed to be
spotted type, and the remains have to be complex one containing a shell middens.

[Key Word] Shell Midden, Stratification, Interspersion, Location, Accumulation, Waste
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