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Classification and regional aspects of the bronze hand
knife in Liaoning and Jilin provinces
Oh, Kang-Won

The bronze hand knife is classified into 10 types in Liao-Ning and Ji-Lin provinces in the
Bronze Ages; Bronze hand knife with hanging knob in the handle(Type A), with handle similar to
the kitchen knife handle(Type B), with spoon-shaped ornament on the end of the handle(Type C),
with animal-shaped handle(Type D), with teeth-shaped projection in handle(Type E), with fixing
nail hole for hanging(Type F), with hanging hole on the end of handle(Type G), with round ring on
the end of handle(Type H), with hanger on the end of handle(Type I) and Bronze hand knife with
bells on the end of handle(Type J), based on the shape of the handle as the first standard. Besides,
in case of Type D, E, G and H of longer production period or with the broader width of attributtes
the other types, it is classified into two to three sub-types according to the detailed differences in
the handle.

The bronze artifacts associated with knives are classified into five assemblage stages as a whole.
The first stage, when remains of Weiyingzi and Gaotaishan and old-fashioned bronze hand
knives(DL, EI, G, HI, J) assembled, runs from the 12th century B.C. to the 10th century B.C.. The
second stage, as a stage where bronze hand knife of more advanced types(A ~ D, EII, EIII, I) and
the remains related to the mandolin shaped dagger, runs from the 9th century B.C. to the middle
8th century B.C.. In the third stage, from late in the 8th century B.C. to early in the 6th century
B.C., the mandolin shaped dagger, bronze dagger's handle and newly typed bronze hand
knives(EIIl, F) coexisted. The fourth stage, when late northern style remains and bronze hand
knives(HIII) of the new types assembled, is from the middle 6th century to the Sth century. As a
stage when native remains, Zhan-Guo Yan style remains and bronze hand knives(EIII, F)
assembled, the fifth stage runs from the 4th century B.C. to the 3th century B.C..

As for the regional aspects by stages, the bronze hand knives were distributed exclusively in
Western Liao-Ning province in the first and second stages, then diffused to the Eastern Liao-Ning
and middle part of Ji-Lin provinces from the third stage. In addition, no bronze hand knife was
produced in the southern and eastern parts of Eastern Liao-Ning and eastern part of Ji-Lin.
Therefore, the western Liao-Ning province can be viewed as the central place of the production of
bronze hand knife, the middle part of Jin-Lin as secondary prevalent region. But the middle part of
Ji-Lin province can be seen as the central place of the Type E and Type FIII. And considering
many aspects, Type EIIl is considered to be related to the reaches of the Lao-Ha river.

[Key Word] Liaoning, Jilin, bronze hand knife, classification, assemblage stages, regional
aspects.
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