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ABSTRACT

A Study of Local Festival for the China Hebeisheng

Park, Kwang-Jun
Chinese Folklore at Beijing Normal University

Chinais a country with large agricultural areas and subject to frequent calamities. Drought is
the top of them. It has been a key problem for development of agriculture in the country. In the
long struggle against drought, Chinese have accumulated many rational and irrational experi-
ences. The Dragon Kings Belief, which is popular in North China and discussed in a thesis, is
one of their irrational experiences.

The belief was passed together with Buddhism from Indiato Chinain the Tang Dynasty.
After it settled down, it was incorporated with the local five dragons belief and a set of beliefsin
dragon kings came into existence. The emergence of the dragon kings belief ended the history
that the title of rain got was not clear in China and Dragon kings finally got the status. Irrigation
isthe lifeblood of agriculturein China. In a Chinese mind, Dragon kings are the most important
gods who take charge of rain and thus offer the lifeblood. In understanding the nature and char-
acteristics of Chinese traditional culture, it isimportant for us to make clear the origin and evo-
lution of the belief, find out its nature, function and operation.

In the every year beginning of February of the Fanzhuang calendar in the people of
Hebeisheng Zhaoxian, would al hold a festival to offer sacrifices to the °™'longpai. Longpai
was regarded as the core of the temple fair, thus the native sons came to call this festival; "long-
paihui".

In this region the'Fanzhuang longpaihui'devel oped into a well knownand grand temple fair. It
was able to attract numerous pilgrims with its special magic power, occupying aplacein
China®™ 'eryueer'festival with festive dragon activities. The dragon is a common totem among
Chinese nationals. The belief worship of the dragon dates from the start time of primitive soci-
eties. Dragon oneself the ancients worship's thunder lightning. In the worship of the great uni-
verse, a first afterwards this belief with the tribe's totem worships to combine to become the
animal spirit. In ancient myths legends, along with folk religion and beliefs all hold a very
important position.

The longpaihui is a temple fair without a temple; this characteristic is a distinction between



longpaihui and other temple fairs. Asfor longpaihui must of the early historical records are
unclear.

The originator of a huitou system has a kind of organized form of the special features rather,
originator of a huitou not fix constant, everything follows voluntarily principle, can become
member with the freedom, also can back at any time the meeting. There is alongpaihui for 'dan-
giiaren', istota representative director in the originator of a huitou will. 'banghui' scope particu-
larly for extensive, come apparently every kind of buildup that help can return into the banghui,
where is the person of this village or outside village of, the general cent in banghui work is clear
and definite, for longpaihui would various businesses open smoothly the exhibition provides to
guarantees powerfully. Fanzhuang longpaihui from the beginning of February to beginning six
proceed six daystotaly.

The longpai is used as the ancestry absolute being to exsits with the community absolute
being at the same time in fanzhuang first took civil faith, in reality is a kind of method to sup-
port social machine in native folks realize together that local community that important func-
tion, it provided a space, akind of aview to take with arelation, rising contact, communication,
solidify the community contents small village, formation with fanzhuang. The fanzhuang is
used as supplies for gathering town, by luck too is this local community trade exchanges center
at the same time therefore can say the faith of the longpai, in addition to its people's custom,
religious meaning, still have got the important and social function. Moreover matter worthy of
mentioning, Longpai would in organize process, from prepare and plan the producing of meet-
ing every kind of meeting a longpeng of the matter do, all letting person feeling is to adjust the
popular support of, get the mass approbation with positive participate. Apart from the originator
of a huitou excluding, those although not originator of a huitou, however enthusiasm participate

the banghui of its business, also istoo much for the number.
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