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The conservation of a gilt-bronze Sarira Reliquary,
Treasure No. 955

REE - AR

Hyeong Sun Go and Jae Eun Yu

ABSTRACT

—
The gilt-bronze Sarira Reliquary was discovered when repairing
three-stories east stone pagoda (Treasure No. 395) at Seungju-eup in
Suncheon city in Jeollanam-do Province in August, 1986. Then it was
appointed as Treasure in 1988. The Sarira Reliquary had been held in
Seonamsa temple, but deterioration on the surface and corrosion had
appeared affecting its surface detail. Consequently, the conservation
treatment was carried out from November 2002 to March 2003.

The corrosion and dirt on the surface of the Sarira Reliquary were
cleaned with ethyl alcohol and Benzotriazole was applied to prevent
further corrosion. Finally, NAD-10(Paraloid NAD-10), acrylic resin, was
used to consolidate the structure. Moreover, after non-destructive
analysis to confirm element of alloy, copper, gold, silver and mercury
were discovered and this result tells us that it was plated with gold by
amalgam. Fibers at the pedestal were examined under the microscope
and identified as silk.

The total height of this Sarira Reliquary is 6.0cm, the height of lotus
pedestal and the roof is 2.7cm and 1.8cm, respectively. The roof and
body are joined together, and the lotus pedestal can be separated, on
which the octagonal reliquary is impaled. The pedestal consists of 3
layers of petals and the surface is decorated with flower pattern.

The reliquary is presumed to be created in the 14th century, and it
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becomes valuable historical material to reveal the secret of metal work
e

in the late Goryeo Dynasty.
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Photo b.
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Atk FAE FE 2 PR SklaL, 7171 vAlEA o] T E vhel AR d
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Photo 12.
M 9iA

Table 1. CHZHNo. 1) &4 Zq}

HE Cu Ag Au Hl 1

SHEF W %) 77.05 21.85 1.09 Fig. 1
Table 2. CHZH(No. 2) 244 21}

HqE Cu Ag Au Hl

W %) 95.93 3.48 0.59 Fig. 2
Table 3. E#4I(No. 3) 24 1}

ME Cu Ag Au Hl I

HFWL%) 46.14 44.33 9.58 Fig. 3
Table 4. E1(No. 4) &4 1}

MR Cu Ag Au Hl I

kWL %) 68.07 20.40 11.88 Fig. 4
Table 5. X|S(No. 5) &4 Zn}

ME Cu Ag Au Hl o

SHFWEL%) 30.20 64.77 5.03 Fig. 5
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