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Research mothership (Nisshin Maru)

Takes measurements of whales sampled by the
sampling/sighting vessels, and collects and
investigates more than one hundred sample items,

including tissues, organs, and stomach content.

Dedicated sighting vessel (Kyoshin
Maru No.2)

Conducts sighting surveys fo find out whale abundance
and carries out oceanographic observations. )

Sampling/sighting vessels

(Yushin Maru, shown in photo, Kyo Maru No.1,
and Toshi Maru No.25)

Carry out sighting surveys to investigate the distribution and
abundance of whales, and sample whales for research on
their diet.

Food organisms research vessel (Shunyo
Maru)

Conducts surveys on the prey species and their distribution and
abundance.
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