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Common People's Emotional Response

and Attitude toward Law in Korean Society

Si-Up Kim Ji-Young Kim

Kyonggi University Chung-Ang University

Why, in general, don't Korean people follow the law? Possible one of the answers to this
question is based on lay people's emotional evaluation to the law in which common people's
evaluation to the guilty according to their private logics comparing to public logics of facts and
sentence of illegal behavior. Futhermore, in psychological field, there have been some researches
concerning on differences in morality such as moral judgement and evaluation including moral
inference among cultures. Therefore, the reason why Korean people tend to be not law
observance and law break is that Korean people are not immoral such as telling a lie and not
keeping promises, but rather they have a tendency of appling their private and personal logics

based on Cheong(interpersonal affection) relationships and logics to public and legal affairs.

key words : attitude toward the lmv, emotional response toward the law, Cheong(interpersonal affection)

logics, public logics
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