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Who concedes seat to the old and the weak in subway?
And Why?: Focused on inductive factors

and inhibitory factors

Sang Chin Choi  Ka Yeul Park  Young Mi Sohn  Jangju Lee

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

This study was to investigate two main purposes; The first was to explore the factors which have an
effect on conceding seats to the old or the weak in subway(concessive action). The second was to
examine the influence that the psychological burden and the responsibility had on concessive action
and it's gender differences. The results of study 1 showed that affective empathy, morality, and
negative-state relief were important inductive factors, while 3 factors were revealed as important
inhibitory factors for the concessive action; psychological burden, repulsion for coercive demand for
conceding seats and vagueness of concession situation. In study 2, We could find the fact that the
psychological burden and the responsibility had a main effect on the concessive action. The more
participants felt the psychological burden, they were likely to evaluate that the tendency to concessive
action would be decreased. And the more participants felt the responsibility, they were inclined to
evaluate that concessive action would be increased. Secondly, the interaction effect was also revealed:
On the situation that the psychological burden was high and responsibility was low, participants
judged that people tended not to concede seats. Finally, We were able to identify gender differences.
Specifically, Judging the tendency to concessive action, women were more responsive to the

psychological burden than men.

key words : concession, vesponsibility, burden, prosocial behavior, altruism, gender difference, subway
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