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The Relationships among Maternal Social Networks, Maternal

Expectation for Their Own Children and Self-esteem and Emotional
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the characteristics of maternal social networks on
maternal expectation for their own children to examine the path that social networks had an effect on the
self-esteem and the emotional intelligence of children through maternal expectation for their own children. The
data used in this study were collected from 524 fourth to sixth graders and their mothers residing in Daejeon
using structured questionnaire. The major findings of the study were as follows : (1) Among social network
characteristics, proportion of friends and neighbors, proximity, direction and interference had a negative effect,
and proportion of mothers of child’s friends, frequency of contact, intimacy, emotional support, service support
had a positive effect on maternal expectation for their own children. (2) Among social network -haracteristics,
proportion of mothers of child’s friends had a direct effect and proportion of friends, neighbors, and mothers
of child’s friends, proximity, frequency of contact, intimacy, direction, emotional support, service support, and
interference had an indirect effect on children’s emotional intelligence through maternal expectation for their
own children. (3) Among social network characteristics, proportion of kin and mothers of child’s friends,
intimacy, service support, material support and interference had a direct effect, and proportion of neighbors and
mothers of child’s friends, proximity, frequency of contact, direction, service support had an indirect effect on
children’s emotional intelligence through maternal expectation for their own children.

Key words : maternal social network characteristics, maternal expectation of their own children, children’s self-esteem,
children’s emotional intelligence
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