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How to Write a Medical Paper

Chong-Woo Bae, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, Kyunghee University, Seoul, Korea
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Table 1. What to Include in the Methods Section

1. How the study was designed :
- Keep the description brief
- Say how randomization was done
- Use names to identify parts of a study sequence
2. How the study was carried out:
- Describe how the subjects were recruited and chosen
- Give reasons for excluding subjects
- Consider mentioning ethical features
- Give accurate details of materials used
- Give exact drug dosages
- Give the exact form of treatment and accessible details
of unusual apparatus
3. How the data were analyzed :
- Use a o value to disprove the null hypothesis
- Give an estimate of the power of the study(the likeli-
hood of a false negative-the A error)
- Give the exact tests used for statistical analysis(chosen
a priori)
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Table 2. Aims of Discussion
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Table 3. Guidelines for Producing a Good Title

The simpler the title, the better

Consider the target readership

Be brief-short titles are clearer and more arresting

House style determines whether definite articles are left in
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Table 4. What should an Abstract Contain?

Why what was done was done
What was done

What was found

What was concluded
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Table 6. Guidelines for Producing a Useful Reference List

Restrict the list to those references with a direct bearing on
the work described

For references to journal articles cite only references to
journals listed in Index Medicus

Check the house style on whether the Vancouver or Harvard
system is used

Check the Instructions to authors and make sure that you
have included all the necessary details for each reference
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