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Abstract

Playing online games is popular among adolescents and may contribute to such social issues
as game addiction and cyber-delinquency. The present study conducted an ethnographic
analysis that addressed basic descriptive questions around the social significance of online
games. The main findings were that peer pressure plays an important role; that is, adolescents
play the games to fulfill their need to occupy higher levels of cyber-status among game
players and build special relationships. They like to make money and buy what they want
with money earned from game item deals. Game scenarios and mechanisms play an important
role in game addiction. Adolescents sometimes exhibit social delinquency in cyberspace or the

real world. Thus, adolescents’ needs, game addiction and cyber-delinquency are intertwined.

Key Words : adolescent(% 4\d), Internet Plazas(A Y1), online game(22}21 AlY), cyber-
delinquency(Ale|H 4 d), F317]1&3 A F(ethnographic inquiry)
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