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Children’s Cognition of Televised Physically Impossible Events
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Abstract

This study investigated children’s cognition of physically impossible televised events by age
and types of tasks. The 67 subjects were 3-, 5-, and 7-year-old children from 1 day care center
and 1 elementary school in Seoul. Children’s responses were taped and transcribed. Cognition
about the events were measured by recognition of impossibility, possibility of replication, and
reasons for the possibility of replication of the events. Data were analysed by
ANOVA(repeated measure) and Scheffé test.

Children’s cognitions about the events varied by age groups. Three-year-old children’s
recognition of the 3 tasks was different from that of the 5-and 7-year-old children; while
3-year-olds interpreted the events on TV as real, 5- and 7-year-olds considered them to be unreal.

Key Words : 2213 E71% @74} <Al (cognition of physically impossible events, recogni -
tion), A <l(recognition), & 7}54 (revival possibility)
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