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A Study on Gender Expressed in Contemporary Fashion

Mi-Ryung Park
Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Mokpo National University, Mokpo, Korea

Abstract : The purpose of this study is on the meaning and variety about gender expressed in modern fashion. The
results are as follows ; First, the typical masculine gender was authority, discretion as a result of heteropatriarchy focused
on the western reason. It was conservative and the symbolic image type of the meaning excluded masculine sexual
expression. Dress and its ornament was expressed as the style of straight silhouette, dark color, rough and stiff material.
Second, the typical feminine gender was the symbolic image type of a mother and a wife defined relatively by man as a
result of western heteropatriarchy and the image type which men regarded women as sexual objects. Dress and its orna-
ment was expressed as the style of silhouette which let bodily curve out, light color, soft material. The most typical item
is dress and suit. Third, androgyny has been described as the feminie gender of androgynous, which shows masculine
image as the effect of feminism and social success of professional women. Dress and its ornament is expressed as the
style of business suit, the symple of typical man’s one. The masculine gender of androgynous is showed man’s suit as
silhouette that let bodily curve out, light color, exposure and soft material, which is the symbol of feminine dress, Fourth,
unisex is the area of dress and its ornament used the sexless symbol which there has been no gender more because of
the spread of sports and diffusion of leisure in life style.

Key words : gender, typical feminine, typical masculine, androgyny, unisex
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