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The aim of this thesis is to evaluate visual arts policy duting Kookmin govetnment peti-

0d(1998-2002). In the beginning, many artists had expected president Kim Dac Jung to enlarge arts
support But the evaluation of .thcm was very negative because the government was only interested
in the development of cultural industry.

First, I analysed the government expenditure in the visual arts. Department of Culture and
Tourism took the responsibility of visual arts policy, The budget of arts and culture increased to
1% of total government expenditure in this period. But the main factor was the increasement of
cultural industry and tourism expenditure. The budget of visual arts in 2002 was only 6,600million
won.

Second, I analysed visual arts support programs. (1) The government introduced studio pro-
grams for the first tdme. For 5 years, 2 national studios and 23 public studios were established. {2)
The number of art museum was increased to 62. (3) It introduced altetnative space suppost pro-
gram and supported 200million won annually. (4) Percent for art scheme reduced from 1% to 0.7%
of total construction cost, but still 27 public sculpture gardens were built. (5} Business support for
visual arts reduced because of IMF. (6) Also arts market froze and many commetcial galleries wete
closed. (7) In order to revitalize region through arts and to promote international exchange of cul-
ture, Gwangju Biennale was created,

Third, T analysed Arts Plan 2002. It had a radical limitation because it was established in the
last year of Kookmin govesnment period. Also it showed special favors to some arts organizations.

In general, I think that positive outcomes are the introductions of the studio program and
the alternative space support program. Especially alternative space suppott program enforced the
diversity of visual arts, and encouraged creative young artists. But policy of arts market failed be-

cause of IMF and visual aetists had to go through rough times.
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