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The Comparative Study of Geography Textbooks of
Secondary and High School in South and North Korea.
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Abstract : Since 1945, geography textbooks of South Korea and North Korea have heen developed differently.
Taking hoth geography textbooks of South Korea(printed in 1996 and 1997) and them of North Korea(printed in
199), this study compares and analyse geography textbooks of South and North Korea systematically, then to
show their likeness and difference. Results of this study are as follows: First, Most of contents in South Korean
textbooks consist of explations and many tables, graphs and photographs leading to inquiry activities, whereas
those in North Korean textbooks consist of mostly sentences that explain topics, diagrams and sketches. Second,
Geographical education in South Korea puts strong emphasis on human geography and regional geography, whereas
that in North Korea does strong emphasis on physical geography, economic geography and education of
cartography. Third, The geographical words of South Korean textbooks contain words written in Chinese character
and words of English ongin, whereas Those of North Korean textbooks do many pure Korean words.
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