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The Return Migration of Koreans in Central Asia to the Russian Far East
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Abstract © The purpose of this study is to systematically explain and discuss the return migration of Koreans in
Central Asia to the Russian Far East. The Koreans' return migration is explained by the combination of push and
pull factors inherent in the host and home countries. The structural or institutional push factors in Central Asia
include the linguistic policy of a country, civil war, ethnic conflicts, while the micro ones are the Koreans' high
concern of their children’s education and the improvement of a socio-economic status. The macro pull factors
operated in the Russian Far East are the permission to use the housing facilities and land previously controlled by
military authorities and the laws of recovering the koreans' hasic right and honor, while the micro ones are the
networks of relatives and friends living in Central Asia and the Russian Far East. The two aspects related to the
Koreans’ return migration are also discussed. Firstly, the return migration of Koreans in Central Asia is interpreted
as a migration of ethnic affinity. Secondly, the establishment of an autonomous district of Koreans in the Russian
Far East is discussed.
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