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(Table 1) Study Subjects

Subjects Category

Z
S

25-29

Parent Age(year) 30-34

Child Age(months)

341

Buddhist
Catholic
Christian
None

16
Education(years) 12

91

6month
6month-1lyear
13month-3year
3year

Religion

Male
Female

Only child
1st.

2nd.

3rd 1

ASD!
VSD?
ASD,VSD
Diagnosis TGAS3, DORV* ,
vsD®
TOF®
TA®, FSV’

Sex

Birth order

1month
Duration of 1month-6month
diagnosis(month)  6month-lyear
lyear

Siblings who has No
CHD Yes
No. of L
hospitalization

2
31

N W N W N W= N W~ = U1 W = W W W N Gl

e NS L

N = N Ol

10

N

N O Ul W N

: Atrial Septal Defect

: Ventricular Septal Defect

: Transposition of Great Artery

: Double Outlet of Right Ventricle
: Tetralogy of Eallot

: Tricuspid Atresia

: Functional single ventricle)
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ABSTRACT
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Congenital Heart Disease, Informed consent of Operation,

Parents’ need before Operation

Needs of Parents Who have the Child with Congenital Heart
Disease Related to the Informed Consent

Choi, Mi Young*

Congenital heart disease is the most
frequently shown congenital disease among
children, most of them can be corrected with
operation. However, Patients and their parents
need nursing intervention when they face this
risky incident of operation. Therefore, parents’
experiences are absolutely needed to plan
nursing intervention to give practical help to
the patients and their parents.

The purpose of this study is to provide basic
resources to develop a feasible intervention
program for the parents by understanding the
experiences related to the informed consent of
cardiac surgery of their child.

From January to June 2003, 10 parents of
children patients with congenital heart disease
were interviewed who filled out Operation
Agreement before the primary operation after
they are diagnosed as congenital heart disease

* Graduate School of Seoul National University
** Seoul Asan Medical Center PICU Nurse

in pediatric chest surgery of A hospital in
Seoul. They were asked to give opinion
regarding  pre-operation needs and the

interviewed information was analyzed.

The results of this study are as follows :

Firstly, they were asked what they felt before
they were told about the operation of their
children from the doctor before filling out the
informed consent of operation. They felt 1) vague,
2) confusion of choose, 3) risky, 4) resented,
5) uneasy, 6) guilty, and 7) the burden of

operation.

Secondly, they were asked what they felt
after they filled out the informed consent of
operation and the doctor gave them detailed
information on the operation of their children.
They felt 1) confused, 2) responsible, 3) rejected,
4) angry, 5) plain, 6) to have hope, 7) trying to
trust medical people, 8) that consolation is

needed, and 9) conditional reduction of the
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burden of operation.

Thirdly, followings are the categories of
congenital parents’ demand before operation
based on the analysis of experiences related to
the preparation of the informed consent of
operation.

1) Information Demand

(1) Anticipatory information
(2) Concrete and precise information
(3) Individual information
2) Support
(1) Empathy
(2) Parental supporting

(3) Support of parents in the same situation
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3) Education and consulting
(1) Children-oriented Education
(2) Consultation

Considering the results of this study, parents
of the child with congenital heart disease seem
to have various emotional experiences related to
filling out the informed consent and they need
concrete and practical helps before cardiac
surgery. This study proposes that systematic
nursing intervention is needed according to the
needs of the parents who have the child with
congenital heart disease before operation in the
field of child health nursing.



